
    

 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
Q. Who can earn the Girl Scout Gold Award? 
A: Any registered Girl Scout Senior (grades 9, 10) or Ambassador (grades 11, 12) can earn the Girl Scout 
Gold Award. 
 
Q: Does a Senior or Ambassador need to do the two Journeys in any particular order? 
A: No. They can complete two Girl Scout Senior level Journeys, two Girl Scout Ambassador level 
Journeys, or one of each, or the Silver Award plus one of either. GSEMA allows high school level Girl 
Scouts to choose any high school level (Senior or Ambassador) Journeys. 
 
Q. Is there any training required to earn the Girl Scout Gold Award? 
A: Yes. Girl Scouts are required to take Gold Award training to become familiar with the process of 
earning Gold in GSEMA and to fully understand the requirements. These provisions help to ensure that 
every Girl Scout who wants to earn the Gold Award will be given the greatest chance of success. The 
Gold Award Orientation is an online training which must be completed in the Girl Scout’s individual 
account to meet the prerequisite. 
 
Q: How can I support my Girl Scout as she earns her Gold Award? 
A: Learn a little bit about the Gold Award and visit GSUSA’s helpful one-pagers for Troop Leaders and 
families. If you are a troop leader, we also encourage you to view Gold Award Orientation Online in 
GSLearn.  
 
Q. I have an idea for my Gold Award project - who can I share it with?  
Use the GSEMA Project Brief to share your ideas. A GSEMA staff member or a member of our GSEMA 
Gold Award Committee will review and share feedback.  
 
Q: Can the Gold Award be a pre-existing program? 
A: The Gold Award must be a unique program designed by the Gold Award candidate. It cannot be a 
pre-existing local, national, or global program. 
 
Q: Can multiple Girl Scouts in my community be working on the same topic for their Gold 
Award? 
A: Each Gold Award candidate is asked to create a unique project that addresses an important 
community issue. While Girl Scouts may work on a similar topic, they must have unique solutions that 
address the root cause. Gold Award candidates cannot work on the same project in their troop and 
community.  
 
Q: What is the best way to submit a project plan to GSEMA? 
A: GSEMA requires all Gold Award candidates to submit their project plans using GSUSA’s GoGold. If 
just beginning, the Girl Scout must register and create an account. Once in the tool, the first few steps 
are to help brainstorm. The project proposal is completed via the questions found in steps 3-5.  
 
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/92065804656159
https://form.jotform.com/92065804656159
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/members/for-girl-scouts/badges-journeys-awards/highest-awards/gold-award.html
https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/our-program/highest-awards/GSUSA_GoGold2_GuideForLeaders.pdf
https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/our-program/highest-awards/GSUSA_Gold-Award-Guide-for-Adults_Caregivers.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/92544646957169
https://gogold.girlscouts.org/


    

 

Q. What are the suggested hours for earning the Girl Scout Gold Award? 
A: Not all projects will require the same length of time to complete from planning to sharing and 
celebration. The time it takes to earn the Girl Scout Gold Award will depend on the nature of the project, 
the size of the team working with the Girl Scout, and the support of the community. Quality projects 
should be emphasized over quantity of hours. After the Journey(s) requirement is fulfilled, the 
suggested minimum number of hours for the Girl Scout Gold Award is approximately 80 hours. 
 
Q. What is the GSEMA Gold Committee? 
A: The GSEMA Gold Committee is a group of volunteers from the community who want to help Girl 
Scouts achieve Girl Scouting’s Highest Award. The volunteers are Girl Scout members who have earned 
the Gold Award themselves or who are well trained in Highest Awards. 
 
Q. What is a Gold Award Advisor? 
A: The Gold Award Advisor is someone who will work with a Gold Award Candidate individually. The 
Advisor can discuss project ideas, assist with paperwork, and help them comply with project 
requirements. They are a member of the Gold Committee who may or may not have special knowledge 
of a girl’s project area. This advisor is assigned by GSEMA when the proposal is accepted.  
 
Q. What is a Gold Award Project Advisor? 
A: A Gold Award Project Advisor (also called Project Content Advisor) is someone in the Girl Scout’s 
community that has expertise or experience in the content area of their project. For example, if they are 
working on a STEM related project, their Project Advisor may be an engineer or science teacher. The 
Project Advisor may not be their Girl Scout leader or someone who is related to the Girl Scout. The 
Project Advisor must be selected and secured before their proposal is complete and must verify their 
plans before submission.  
 
Q. Can a girl earn her Girl Scout Gold Award with a partner or a group of other Girl Scouts? 
A. No, a Girl Scout Gold Award project must be an individual project. Though we do ask our Gold Award 
Girl Scouts to build and lead a team of their own. 
 
Q. Gold Award projects require a team. Who should Girl Scouts ask? 
A. The team members can include Girl Scout and non- Girl Scout members. As they build their team, 
they should find individuals that can provide support, guidance, expertise, and help to implement their 
plans. Gold Award candidates will be asked to delegate tasks to their team members throughout their 
project.  
 
Q: How do leaders obtain Gold Award pins for their Girl Scouts? 
A: After a Girl Scout finishes their Gold Award project, they must fill out the Gold Award Final Report. 
GSEMA provides pins for our Gold Award Girl Scouts. A Service Unit team member, troop leader and/or 
parent can decide if they would like the Award to be presented in their community celebration. Gold 
Award pins are distributed at the annual Gold Award Celebration in the spring.  
 
 

 

 

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/girlscouts-gsusa/forms-and-documents/our-program/highest-awards/GSUSA_Gold-Award-Guide-for-Project-Advisors.pdf
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