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Women’s Suffrage  
Movement
The National American  
Woman Suffrage Association is  
founded in 1890. Led by Susan  
B. Anthony, their goal is to obtain  
equal rights for women. They  
campaign through the early 
1900s to gain the right to vote.  
They succeed in 1920 when  
Congress signs the bill  
into law.World War I begins

World War I is fought in Europe from 1914  
to 1918. Competition — both economic and  
military — between Britain and Germany is  
one of the causes of the war.

The Great  
Depression
The Great Depression, a  
worldwide economic downturn,  
starts in 1929, putting many  
people out of work. It lasts  
until about 1939.

World War II begins
World War II begins in 1939 with 
the German invasion of Poland, 
followed by declarations of war on 
Germany by England and France. 
The United States does not enter 
the war until the attack on Pearl 
Harbor by the Japanese in  
December 1941.

1930 1940

Rosie the Riveter
Six million women enter the work-
force for the first time during  
World War II, taking the place of  
male workers who are fighting in 
the Pacific and Europe.

1912 

Juliette Low establishes the  
Girl Scouts in Savannah, GA.  
She starts with a troop of 18 girls.  
Her goal is to establish an organi- 
zation to offer more opportunities  
to women and to improve their  
leadership skills.

1913
Girl Scout handbook, How Girls  
Can Help Their Country. 

in Washington, D.C.

1915
President of the Girl Scouts.

1916
members of the Girl Scouts.

 
organized in Marblehead, MA.

1917
 

country’s First Lady, becomes  
the first honorary president of  
the Girl Scouts, beginning a  
tradition that continues today.

 
disabled girls is organized in the  
United States at the School for  
the Crippled in New York City.

girls and adults is started.

 
volunteer in hospitals, staff railroad 
station canteens to aid servicemen 
being transported by train, grow  
vegetables, and sell war bonds.

troop is formed.

1920
 

Councils in 11 states, with 70,000 
girl members in over 3,000 troops.

American Girl magazine is  
published, having changed its title  
from The Rally in order to represent 
all girls involved in the organization.

1921 
Indian Girl Scout troop — the  
Onondaga Reservation Troop is  
established in Syracuse, NY. 

TX, form one of the earliest record-
ed troops of Hispanic Girl Scouts.

1922
enables Girl Scouts to increase  
recruitment among college women.

-
lished at Camp Andree Clark.

1925
 

American girls overseas are  
established in China, Mexico,  
Saudi Arabia, and Syria.

more than 200,000 Girl Scouts.

1931
 

membership continues to increase — 

Extension Branch of Scouting for the 
“physically handicapped.”

of troops formed for girls with  
disabilities increases by 70%.

1932 
 Girl Scout Leader magazine devotes 
its entire May issue to American  
Indian Girl Scouts.

1938
 

broadened to include  
community life, health and  
safety, and international  
friends.

 
over 400,000.

Throughout the 1930s, Girl Scouts led community 
relief efforts during the Great Depression by collecting 
clothing, making quilts, carving wood toys, gathering 
food for the poor, assisting in hospitals, participating 
in food drives and canning programs, and providing 
meals to undernourished children. In this photo, the 
Girl Scouts of Greater Boston distribute gifts among 
patients at Children’s Hospital.

center wears a blue uniform while the two girls on either side 
wear the new khaki uniforms.

Captain C.B. Francisco of Ridgewood, NJ —  
one of the first five Golden Eagle of Merit  
Award recipients, circa 1918. This award  
was the Girl Scouts’ highest award from  

1940 
formed in institutions for people  
with mental and social disabilities. 

 
Institutes, which teach 10,000  
women survival skills and tech-
niques for comforting children  
during blackouts and air raids.

Senior Girl Scouting 
in Wartime, is created to encourage 
older girls to perform war-related 
service projects, such as helping in  
hospitals, child care, and emergency 
outdoor aid.

1944 
 

 
hours of service the Girl Scouts   
performed for the war effort.

1945 
tripled in ten years. There are now 

1946 
 

The project is designed to ensure 
that the Girl Scout program is  
affordable for every girl interested  
in joining.

1948 
the handicapped is held at the  
Edith Macy Training School.

Zuni and Navaho Girl Scouts of the Wingate School Troop 1, Fort Wingate, New Mexico, 1944.

 

During World War II, many young Japanese girls 
were confined in internment camps with their 
families. Girl Scout troops were formed, even in 
these camps. These girls participated in many 
activities, including dramatic presentations such 
as the one pictured above, which took place 
in the Crystal City Internment Camp located in 
Crystal City, TX.

ALL
HER



The First Moon  
Landing

on Earth’s Moon is achieved as part of  
the Apollo 11 mission when Neil Armstrong,  
accompanied by Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, land  
the lunar module Eagle on the surface of  
the Moon.

The Gas Crisis
The 1973 oil crisis begins when 
members of OPEC announce
that they will no longer ship  
oil to nations that have supported 
Israel in its conflict with Syria, 
Egypt, and Iraq. Lines at gas  
stations are long and many  
gas stations run out of fuel.

Watergate
Watergate, a political scandal  
during the presidency of  
Richard Nixon, results in the 
indictment of several of  
Nixon’s closest advisors.  
It ultimately ends with his
resignation on August 9, 1974.

Reagan Elected
Ronald Wilson Reagan  
becomes the 40th
President of the U.S.  
in 1981. As President,  
Reagan implements
bold new political and  
economic policies —
dubbed “Reaganomics.”

First Woman  
Astronaut
Sally Ride becomes the
first American woman to fly  
in space when she flies
aboard a space shuttle.  
She flies on several  
missions, accumulating  
343 hours in space. 

The Birth of  
Rock and Roll
Led by Chuck Berry, Bill Haley and the 
Comets, and Elvis Presley, rock and 
roll emerged as a defined musical  

The Civil Rights
Movement
The civil rights movement  
gains momentum in the

Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
who teaches nonviolent  
civil disobedience.

JFK

U.S., John F. Kennedy 
helps develop the space 
program, works to  
improve civil rights,  
starts the Peace  
Corps, and resolves the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.

The Age of Television
Though invented decades earlier,  
television reaches mainstream  

Sheep Cloned
A sheep named Dolly is the first
animal to be cloned from an adult
somatic cell, using the process
of nuclear transfer. She is born  

age of six.

Nelson Mandela
Freed
Nelson Mandela, an anti-apartheid 
activist and leader of the African  
National Congress, spends 27 years  
in prison on convictions for crimes 
committed while spearheading
the struggle against apartheid.  
He becomes a symbol of freedom
and equality. Following his release 
from prison in 1990, he receives  
more than 100 awards, most  
notably the Nobel Peace Prize  
in 1993. He also serves as  
President of South Africa.

The Iraq War
The Iraq War is an ongoing military 
campaign which began on March 20, 
2003, with the United States-led
invasion of Iraq by a multinational  
coalition. Prior to the war, U.S. officials 
argue that Iraq’s possession and  
pursuit of weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) pose an imminent
threat to security. 

1954

(Kits for Korea) with toiletry articles 
and sewing supplies to be shipped 
overseas by American Relief for  
Korea. President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower hails Girl Scouts for its Kits  
for Korea project and for providing 
Girl Scouting to girls everywhere.

1957

1958
youth agency to use educational 
television to promote the Girl Scout 
program nationally.

1962
The Library of Congress selects  
The American Girl magazine to be 
printed in Braille.

1963
age groups: 
- Brownie Girl Scouts, ages 7-9 
- Junior Girl Scouts, ages 9-11 
- Cadette Girl Scouts, ages 12-14 
- Senior Girl Scouts, ages 14-17

1964
Directors allocates special funds for 
extension of membership in “urban 
special areas.”

Reader’s Digest foundation 
grants are provided for Senior Girl 
Scout troops to undertake commu-
nity service projects.

1965
published in Spanish by the Agency 
for International Development.  
This book is distributed to Spanish-
speaking Girl Guide associations in 
Central and South America.

1967
Girl Scouting Makes the Difference,
a national conference of Senior  
Girl Scouts focusing on Girl Scouting 
in the inner city, is held at Marion  
College in Indianapolis, IN.

1968
young women college students is  
officially recognized.

-
ences are held across the country  
to discuss prejudice and explore  
the ways to eliminate it. Girl Scouts 
and other teenage girls attend the 
conference.

1970
Black Girls is held in Atlanta, GA.   

attend to explore ways to make  
Girl Scouting more meaningful.  
Their recommendations include 
broadening recruitment and training 
efforts, assuring that the program is 
flexible and relates to the needs of  
underserved groups. 

to explore more ways to extend  
membership opportunities to more 
Mexican American girls.

benefit the environment, resulting  
in Eco-Nation, a nationwide environ-
mental education and improvement 
program. Some projects include 
cleaning rivers, building parks and 
trails, and planting trees and shrubs.

1975
Scott as the first African American 
National Girl Scout President.

refugee children adapt to their
new homes in America.

1987
girls who are African-American,  
Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander,  
and/or American Indian. Girls from 
these population groups rise to 
14.9% of total girl membership —  
a record.

2000
Nine and Counting: The Women of 
the Senate, an inspirational book on 
leadership featuring the nine women 
in the United States Senate, is pub-
lished. The senators, six of whom  
are Girl Scout alumnae, agree to  
donate their portion of the book’s 
proceeds to GSUSA to support lead-
ership development opportunities.

Everywhere membership initiative  
is developed and implementation  
begins. GSUSA pledges extensive 
support to council’s outreach pro-
grams to ensure that Girl Scouting  
is available to every girl in every  
community.

2001
September 11 attack on  
America by performing  
community services, hosting  
remembrance ceremonies,  
and writing thank-you letters  
to rescuers.

1950
for television, and special spot films 

make use of television facilities.

cooperation with GSUSA, produces 
Women of Tomorrow, a twenty- 
minute Technicolor short, which 
tells the story of Girl Scouting from 
Brownie to Senior Girl Scout. It is  
expected to reach an audience of  

Blind prints the revised Girl Scout 
handbook in Braille.

work to desegregate all troops. 

described the Girl Scouts as “a force 
for desegregation.”

1990
Focus on Ability: Serving Girls with 
Special Needs is published. Directed 
toward troop leaders, the book  
presents ways to help girls with  
disabilities participate in Girl Scouts.

2,480,270. For the first time in two  
decades, all five age levels show  
increases in membership.

and only mother-daughter prison  
visitation program, is formed.

3.7 million Girl Scouts —  
2.7 million girl members and  
928,000 adult members working  
primarily as volunteers.
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